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Models, Models Activities

There are two activities available for the modeling lesson:


Models, Models Everywhere and Weight of the World are activities designed to introduce students to the idea of modeling, which is the theme of the entire Algebra I course.  We believe that students should begin work on the first day of school so that they will understand that your classroom is a place for learning and that no time should be wasted.  

Of the two activities, Models, Models is the simplest and requires the least teacher intervention.  Students working in groups while the teacher is engaged in first-day administrative detail could easily accomplish it.  The data the experiments produce are clean, and the model is easily discovered and precise.  While technology may be used, it is not integral to the lesson. 

Weight of the World is more suited initially for advanced or gifted students.  The data are “dirty” and the model is not so easily discovered.  It includes a technology extension using analysis software.  In an advanced class, this activity could be used on the first day.  It is suitable as an extension to the Models, Models activity for other students.
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